
Monochrome Processing



For Colour

Black and white is outdated, it was used only 

because colour wasnôt available

Colour is more realistic than black and white

Colour is more expressive than black and white

Colours have more depth than black and white 

(in fact the opposite is true)

Colour vs. Black and 
White

The Common Arguments



For Black and White

Black and white is more artistic, it is art

Black and white has more soul/emotion/atmosphere

With the removal of colour you reveal the essence of things

One looks at a colour photograph but one looks into a black and white 

photo

Colour vs. Black and White
The Common Arguments



ñColours are only symbols, reality is to be found in luminance aloneò ï Pablo Picasso











Research by neuroscientists on how the brain responds to art and 

aesthetics has shown that objects or scenes that are distorted, 

exaggerated or more abstracted are considered to be more aesthetic. 

The  Science  of  Art



It is scaled down

it is two dimensional not three

it is a framed, singular perspective of a much wider reality

It is a moment frozen in time

There is a step away from reality 
inherent in every photograph.

(whether colour or monochrome)



and every additional step away from reality adds to the aesthetics whether 

it be a work of art or a photographic image. 

Simply put: it becomes more beautiful.

Black and White photography is a further ǎǘŜǇ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΧ



You could argue that the choice is purely subjective but 

there is scientific evidence that black and white can 

work better than colour.

Why Black and White Photography?



Any style of processing whiché

Å deliberately deviates from reality to express a personal vision or style*;

Åwhich aims to enhance the aesthetics of an image; and

Åwhich makes for a more effective story-telling or changes the perception of 

an object for the viewer

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άƎƻƻŘέ .ƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎΚ

There is no right or wrong, too much or too little, just your artistic vision.



Black and white

Long exposure

Exaggerated proportions or distorted views

Dimensional contrast

Creating Presence

Moving away from reality by as many steps as 
possible 

builds the aesthetic value of an image. 



Black and white photography has more visual 
depth. 

Black and white photography is an interpretation of the world around 

us in differences of luminance (light) values. In another word:  

contrast. 

This means that through the use of one colour (gray), the 

differences between luminance values become clearly visible in a 

way that is almost impossible in colour. 



Hue and saturation in colours distracts from 

differences in luminance (light). 

This is important because itôs only through differences of luminance 

(not differences in hue or saturation) that we can perceive depth, and 

we can leverage this fact to create depth in an image by 

adjusting the luminance values.

Hues and saturation canôt create depth. 

Why? Because perception of depth, together with spatial 

organisation and motion, are generated in a 

colour blind part of the brain.



Å Traditional methods you probably know and understand, 

like perspective lines, scale etc

ÅOther methods you may not know: using light and contrast
Å Darkest tones are always in planes and objects closest to the 

observer.

Å Highest contrast is always closest to the observer and has the 

most details

Å Lowest contrast is always farthest away and has least details

How do we go about this?


